MINUTES

Willoughby Elementary School PAC Meeting
September 21, 2020
The meeting was called to order by President C. Bennett at 7:09 pm.
20 in attendance. 18 Voting Members.
Introductions were made
Principal’s Report
P. Giovani welcomed all new parents to Willoughby. She noted that she is very proud of the school
staff’s hard work to get the school ready for students this year. The students have adjusted very well to
new rules and routines.
There are 534 students registered at Willoughby, 33 of whom are in the transition program. Each class
has a bit of room to have these students rejoin if/when that is an option. Besides all the new
Kindergarten students, there are also 25 new students in other grades joining us this year.
All staff have now been hired, with the addition of the final teacher for Division 10 starting next week. Our
new Administrative Assistant has transitioned very well to her role.
Several important forms went home with students today. They are due back by Thursday, September
24th. These need to be returned right away, as they are tied to funding the school receives for each
student. Up to date emergency contact information is required, as ill students will be sent home
immediately.
There is a School Improvement Day on Friday, September 25th. Students will not be in attendance.
Staff will be learning to use Teams, among other things, in the event that students need to go back to
distance learning. Teams will be the main platform for all divisions.
The Terry Fox Run is next week. Donations will be accepted via School Cash Online this year. There will
not be an assembly or spectators, however each cohort will do a fifteen-minute run around the field.
More information will be in the next newsletter.
Student photos will be on September 29th with safety precautions in place. More information will be in
the next newsletter.
Orange Shirt Day is on September 30th and students are encouraged to wear orange to support
survivors of residential schools. More information will be in the next newsletter.
P. Giovani thanked parents for their patience with her responding to emails and calls. She receives over
a hundred emails each day and tries to respond within a few hours, as possible.

Parents are reminded to encourage hand washing to help keep everyone safe.
President’s Report
C. Bennett explained to new members that Munch A Lunch is our online payment system for hot lunch
and fundraisers. Hot lunch is on hold until at least 2021 and credits from cancelled lunches/events from
last year are still on Munch A Lunch. Cheques have been issued to students who left the school or upon
request. Credits will remain on Munch for use towards upcoming fundraisers. Parents may request a
refund or donate their credits to PAC as well.
Treasurer’s Report
The PAC Financial Accounts were reviewed for both the General & Gaming Accounts for June, July and
August 2020.
General Account
●

June, July, August 2020 – motion to pass C. Sellers, R. Peck 2nd.

Gaming Account
●

June, July, August 2020 – motion to pass R. Peck, C. Sellers 2nd.

Secretary’s Report
The May Meeting Minutes were submitted for approval
●

motion to pass Cyrille, R. Peck 2nd.

District PAC (DPAC) Representative Report
The first DPAC meeting of the year is on Thursday.
Please see the DPAC minutes for further details: http://langleydpac.ca
Committee Reports
●

Hot Foods
o M. DaSilva reported that all remaining credits have been loaded on to Munch A Lunch
(approx. $7, 200).
o Hot lunch will remain on hold until 2021.
o If anyone would like to volunteer as Hot Lunch Coordinator, please contact
willoughbypac@gmail.com

Old Business
●

●

Updated banking information
o A. Malli has been added as a signer and R. Rathjen will make an appointment with the
bank to become a signer.
Emergency Supplies and Storage
o C. Sellers and K. Muuren coordinated the installation of the storage unit over the summer.
o P. Giovani requested more water pouches be purchased. C. Bennett noted that DPAC will
provide funds of $300/year for emergency supplies, so to proceed with purchasing more.

New Business
●

●

●

Fundraising
o It was discussed that team colour shirts will be offered again this year. R. Leong agreed to
coordinate with Torque Branding again. C. Sellers, R. Peck and A. Malli volunteered for
this committee. A flyer with Munch instruction will go out as soon as colour teams are
made.
o P. Giovani requested that R. Leong order Willoughby umbrellas again and she would
purchase them.
o M. Gobin agreed to run the gift card fundraiser again this year. C. Sellers will help.
o Community Values coupon book was discussed. Instead of Entertainment Books, it was
agreed that this local coupon book would be sold instead. L. McDonald, S. Simao, and R.
Peck agreed to arrange this fundraiser. J. Metz had advised PAC that the book would be
ready for ordering the first week of October.
Compassionate Support
o R. Rathjen will head this committee again, along with L. Campos and E. Matthews
o R. Rathjen will purchase a few more supplies, including extra water for students who
forget, spill, etc. their water bottles, since fountains are not open right now.
Birthday Treats
o It was explained that in previous years, students received a cupcake during their birthday
month. Parent volunteers would bake cupcakes for all students who had a birthday each
month. It was agreed that this would be placed on hold indefinitely.

Open Discussion
C. Bennett explained what the District PAC Rep position entailed. Nominations were called from the
floor. J. Viaje nominated herself and was unanimously voted in as the DPAC Rep for 2020/21.
A question was posed about where the new school would be located. P. Giovani explained it is currently
under construction at 204 and 78 and should be ready by September 2021. The Principal and catchment
area are expected to be announced in December 2020. This school will have space for 555 students.
Willoughby Elementary will remain in place.
Several members had questions about the portables. P. Giovani confirmed that windows do open but
were kept closed due to the air quality advisory last week. Each portable also has a hand wash station
and students are encouraged to wet, later, then rinse their hands or use sanitizer. The stations are filled
and emptied as often as needed daily. They are 5 gallon hand wash stations. A day-time custodian has
been hired. Water fountains are currently closed, and students are encouraged to bring two bottles of
water a day. There is extra water in the office for students that have forgotten or run out of water.
Another member posed a question about when and where students are expected to wear masks. It was
reiterated that masks are optional, not mandatory. Students have been asked to wear masks when
entering the school from portables and while in the halls. Each class was provided a box of disposable
masks, but those have run out. More have been ordered. Many students have brought their own masks.
There is a question of if it is sanitary for students to be putting masks on and off multiple times a day or if
it would be better to not wear one at all.
It was noted that there are a couple of deep holes in the ground outside Division 16, that several people
have tripped or fell into. C. Sellers agreed to take pictures and email P. Giovani, so she could request
the District make repairs.

C. Bennett noted that K. Muuren was looking into the installation of an accessible swing for the
playground and repainting of the four-square, hopscotch, etc. lines. Updates deferred to the next
meeting. It was suggested that PAC might purchase more sports equipment for students to use in their
play “zones”. Cohorts rotate between 9 play zones weekly.
P. Giovani gave new members a brief update on the history of the Outdoor Structure and Mrs. Kelly’s
vision for the space before she passed away last December. A memorial and dedication are still being
planned with her family’s approval. More information to come. The structure has been vandalized with
graffiti a couple of times. Our school liaison officer, Constable Millar, spoke to a few of the young people
who have been hanging out on school property and told them the story of Mrs. Kelly. The hope is that
they will spread the story and the structure will be treated with respect going forward.
Next Meeting
The next meeting will take place on Monday, October 19, 2020 at 7:00pm. Location TBA.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:59 pm.
Respectfully submitted for approval at the next meeting by: L. McDonald

