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The Willoughby Elementary staff wishes all our students and 

families a fun and safe summer break! If all goes according to plan, 
we will see you back at school on Tuesday, September 8 (8:50 – 10:20 am) 

 
 

 
 
Staff Farewells: It is never easy having to say good-bye to staff members who are leaving our 
school. We would like to take this opportunity to thank and acknowledge the wonderful 
contributions of the following staff members. We wish them all the best and will miss them 
more than words can say! 

 

     Mrs. Bainbridge (Admin Assistant)   Ms. L. Barichello (Gr. 1)       Mrs. G. Bisig (Teacher Librarian)  
     Ms. C. Brown (SEA)     Ms. K. Cameron (Gr. 3)       Ms. J. Deol (Gr. 4)  
     Ms. W. Kong (Gr. 5)    Ms. McDonald (Library Tech)       Mrs. C. Merkel (Gr. 4) 
     Mrs. D. Nylund (Learning Support)  Ms. L. Poirier (Gr. 2/3)       Ms. S. Smith (SEA) 
     Mrs. K. Thomson (Gr. 1)        Mrs. P. Yamamoto (Gr. 1) 
 
Many thanks to our PAC: Thank you, 2019/20 PAC Executive, for your leadership, commitment to 
our school, and hard work on the many successful events and activities you sponsored throughout 
the year. Together, with your team of parent volunteers, you helped make Willoughby Elementary 
the best school ever! 
 
To our Grade 5 students, congratulations on completing your elementary school years. Best wishes for a smooth 
transition to middle school. You will be missed! 
 
To the students moving to new schools, best of luck! We’ll miss you!  
 
 

 

Term Three Report Cards 
 

Will be published on MYEDBC Family Portal by tomorrow afternoon. 
Tip: Print and file your children’s report cards each term! 

 

Login for Family Portal – https://www.myeducation.gov.bc.ca/aspen/logon.do 
 

For login support: https://www.sd35.bc.ca/students-parents/myedbc-family-portal-help/ 
 



  

	

Transportation: Late Registration Reminder 

The District’s Transportation Department is currently accepting LATE REGISTRATION for the 2020-2021 school 
year. The District cannot guarantee late registrants will be accommodated. As always, seats will be prioritized 
for eligible riders. To help our planning and creation of bus routes, the District encourages late registrations to 
be submitted by July 17, 2020. For more information and instructions please visit: 

https://www.sd35.bc.ca/schools/transportation/transportation-registration/ 

For questions or assistance, please email: transportation@sd35.bc.ca. 
 

 
First Day of Classes Will Be on Tuesday, September 8 (8:50 – 10:20 am) 

 
Returning students should report to their previous classrooms. 

Students who are NEW to the school (Grades 1 – 5) will meet in the library. 
Full days (Grades 1 – 5) will begin on Wednesday, September 9 (8:50 am – 2:45 pm) 

*Please remember to check our school website for any updates or changes! 
https://willoughby.sd35.bc.ca 

 
Incoming Kindergartens will be on a separate gradual entry schedule. Information packages 
will arrive in August explaining entry into Kindergarten and other information needed for the 
first few weeks of school. Please contact the office if your package does not arrive by August 31.  
 
September 9 - 11:  Most students will return to their 2019/20 classrooms during these days. New students will 
be assigned to temporary classrooms with same age peers. If you have any questions regarding the first week 
of school, please contact Mrs. Giovani. The office will be open from June 29 – July 3 (closed on July 1) and will 
re-open on August 31. Our office hours are 8:00 am – 3:30 pm. 
 

First Week Activities: During the first week of school, students will be completing some review as 
well as getting started on grade level learning outcomes. Teachers will work together to make sure 
that the week is academically productive. Students will need to bring a few basic supplies (pen, 
pencil, eraser, ruler, pencil crayons) for the first week of school. 

 

 
 

Willoughby Elementary Bell Schedule (Regular Days) 
 

 
Welcoming bell - 8:45 

     School start time - 8:50 
     Recess start time - 10:20  
     Recess end time - 10:35 
     Lunch eating start time - 12:01 
     Lunch play start time – 12:20 
     Lunch end time - 12:45 
     Dismissal - 2:45 
 
2020/21 School Calendar: Please refer to the calendar on the next page for important dates and school 
holidays. Please read the “Tips for Preventing the Summer Slide”, as it gives great suggestions on how to keep 
children reading during the summer break and why it is so important!  



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MONTH DATE
Sept 7 (M) Labour Day (School Closed)
Sept 8 (T) School Opens
Sept 25 (F) School Improvement Day (students not in attendance)

Oct 12 (M) Thanksgiving (School Closed)
Oct 23 (F) Professional Development Day (Provincial)
Oct 27 (T) 1 Hour Early Dismissal Parent/Teacher Interviews 
Oct 28 (W) 1 Hour Early Dismissal Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Nov 11 (W) Remembrance Day (School Closed)
Nov 23 (M) Report Card Prep/Design and Assessment Day (students not in attendance)

Dec 11 (F) Report Cards Issued
Dec 18 (F) Last Day Prior to Winter Break

January Jan 5 (T) School Re-Opens After Winter Break

Feb 12 (F) Professional Development Day (District)
Feb 15 (M) Family Day (School Closed)
Feb 22 (M) Report Card Prep/Design and Assessment Day (students not in attendance)

Mar 5 (F) Report Cards Issued
Mar 10 (W) 1 Hour Early Dismissal Parent/Teacher Interviews 
Mar 11 (Th) 1 Hour Early Dismissal Parent/Teacher Interviews 
Mar 12 (F) Last Day Prior to Spring Break

March 29 (M) School Re-Opens After Spring Break

Apr 2 (F) Good Friday (School Closed)
Apr 5 (M) Easter Monday (School Closed)

May 21 (F) Professional Development Day (District)
May 24 (M) Victoria Day (School Closed)

Jun 29 (T) Final Report Card & Last Day for Students Prior to Summer Vacation
Jun 30 (W) Administrative Day (students not in attendance)

July / August Summer Session 

SD35 Board of Education Meeting
APPROVED April 21, 2020
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Studies show that children who do not read or have access to books during the summer 
lose up to 2 months of reading performance. Those losses accumulate during the 
elementary school years so that by the time a child enters middle school he/she may be 
2 1/2 years behind! All children, whether from low, middle or upper income families, may 
fall victim to the “summer slide” if not provided with summer reading opportunities. So 
how do we prevent the summer slide-or even accelerate reading growth? Here are a few 
ideas:

Visit your local library! Help your child find “right fit” books. Right fit books are books that are of 
high interest to your child and are not beyond their reading level. You can use the five finger test 
to determine if the book is too difficult for your child. Open the book to a page with many words. 
Have your child begin reading the text. Hold up a finger for each word he/she does not know. If 
you have 4 or 5 fingers up, the text may be too difficult for your child to read independently. Feel 
free to still check out the book! It just may be a book you want to read with your child.

Be sure your child reads at least 20 minutes a day. According to research, a child who reads  only 
1 minute a day outside of school will learn 8,000 words by the end of sixth grade where a student 
who reads 20 minutes outside of school will learn 1,800,000 words! That’s huge! If reading isn’t 
one of your child’s top priorities, you may need to set up an incentive program.

Set a good example. When your child sees you reading and enjoying a book or a newspaper 
article, you are sending a message that reading is important and valuable.

Read to your child. When you read to your child, he/she hears  the rhythm of language. Be sure 
to read with expression! Changing your voice for different characters and increasing your volume 
during exciting parts are only a few ways to keep children engaged.

Read with your child –explore different types of reading such as poetry. For our little ones, poetry 
is  a great way to improve phonemic awareness skills as poetry often incorporates rhyme. For our 
older children, poetry is a means of improving fluency.

Read for different purposes. Reading directions for a recipe or directions  for assembling a toy are 
fun ways of incorporating reading into everyday activities.

Play games with words. Commercial games such as Apples to Apples improves vocabulary. You 
can easily turn a game of hopscotch or 4 square into a game that incorporates learning letters or 
sight words. Be sure to check out the “8 Super Summer Sight Word Activities” on the Make, Take 
& Teach blog.

If you have access to an iPad, there are tons of interactive books and apps that address phonics 
and early reading skills. There are also many websites that offer free reading related games.

Have a happy and healthy summer! Be sure to read, read and read some more! Not only can we 
prevent the summer slide, we can accelerate reading growth.

Tips for Preventing the

Summer Slide

For more teaching ideas and activities be sure to visit our blog!  www.blog.maketaketeach.com


